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Yes, only five more regular season games left to play for th
Warriors, and the schedules have given us the chance to be ver
influential with regard to the top three play-off places. Whicheve
of the eight Senior Division teams finish in the top three places
those three teams will have home advantage for the lst leg of the
championship play-offs on September 26th. After last weekend's
results, only four teams are left in contention for those thre¢
home places, namely Warriors, Saints, Spartans and Eagles.

Vell, today Varriors hast Enfield Spartans, next week they visli
Bury Saints for a double-header, and after that they close with twe
games against the Essex Eagles ! With a run—in like that to the
championships, London should be at their competitive best and well
aware of the standard of team they'll have to beat if they want i«
retain the 1992 pennant.

Of course, both the 1991 and 1992 pennants were showdowns between
« London apd Enfield, with Spartans the victors in 1991. Results sc
far this season have gone Varriors way, with a very tight 4-3
tussle at Enfleld on June 20th, followed by a more substantial 9-2
- on the 18tk July, again at Enfield. However, with the on-form Bury
Saints pressing for second spot, Enfield will no doubt be keen to
-, take a win today, especially as only Spartans and Saints can catch
the Warriors for the regular season top spot,

TURNING JAPANESE !

A frequent visitor to National League Baseball games in the Greater
London area this season has been a Hr Yo Satao, the editor of UX
Weekly, a free magazine, written in Japanese, and circulated to the
Japanese speaking residents in Britain. He is Thoping, via
information supplied by the HNational League, it's London based
{eams, including Varriors, and Linedrive ! to be able to do a
feature on UK Baseball in this mnagazine. Bearing in mind the
tremendous enthusiase with which baseball is heralded in Japan,
this will hopefully be good publicity, perhaps resulting in a new
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influx of players and supporters Of couréé, .i:E. req'uired, Harry
Atwnud will translate for us-f. - I

National League - Senior Rivision = Sunday 15th August
‘London Varriors. 120010141010161121 WP ‘Alan Smith

QLQ)LQ.Q.D_B.M JavsiOIO!OlO!QLOiOI 4I o LP'KEi‘th' Wilesmith

A closer game than the scorline indicates Cody Cain's centrefie1d
single in the first opened the scoring, Alan Bloomfield and Darrin
Ward reaching hone,

Honours were fairly even wuntil the fourth, when Harry Atwood's
single eluded Joe Rolls at short, Stan Swmulders scoring the run.
Then came the critical shot, Alan Bloomfields fly to rightfield was
dropped by tke inexperienced Jamie Wooleott, allowing. both Vincente
Martinez and Harry Atwood to score.

Rightfield is normally a good slot to try out inexperienced
players, but either the wind or a patchy sky made it a hard place
to field on this occassion, because when Croydon switched Harvey
Sakher for Wooleott in the nightcap, even a player of Harvey's
experience struggled to find the ball in flight,

The fourth closed with a ground rule double for Darrin Vard, Alan
Bloomfield scoring.

The bottom of the fifth saw a Blue Jay revival, and with bases
loaded, Harvey Sahker hit a critical double to centrefield o clear
the bags. Blue Jays player/manager, Norman Laing, then singled to
bring Harvey in for 6-4 Varriors.

Wot until the seventh and final inning did Warriors assert any real
authority on the game, and of the six RBI's that inning, four tested
the unfortunate Voolcott in rlghtfleld They were 2 for Alan Smith,
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1"--.'56}.;;:'..'C.ody Cain and one for Stanley Smulders. The other RBI

. hitters were Dean Ward and Harry Atwood.

| __Tﬁé.:.i.,::..;ta cap it all, the game finished with neat double play, the
' gwitch-hitting Keith Wilesmith hitting to Atwood at Shortstop,. who |
. sent the ball on to Darrin Vard at second, relayed to Cody Cain at

first, retiring Norman Laing and Keith Wilesmith for the game.

[1§2] 3141516171 Ri
Jaysl11010/0[01010f1} LP Keith Wilegmith

- London_ Varriors (11013/210]10)X{8} WP Cody or Darrin 7

Vilesmith made immediate amends for the double play, scoring -
Croydon‘s only RBI of the nightcap, Neil Lawson reaching home. Cody
Cain replied immediately, with the first of four RBI's for this
game, once again hitting to that ill fated rightfield spot !

The scores remained level until the bottom of {the third, Alan
Bloomfield's single to (you've guessed it ! rightfield scoring an
RBI for 2-1. Then came hit of the day, a socaring two run homer
from Cody Cain. 4-1 Varriors. '

Further RBI singles followad imn the fourth, for Harry Atwood, and
that man Cody Cain, again, making it 6-1 Warriors. All now that
was left to be decided, was who was winning pitcher. Starter Alan
Smith came off after three, and releivers Cody Cain and Darrin

. Ward pitched two shut-out innings each., We await the scorers

verdict !

Sadly, due to illness, Linedrive ! could not cover the London
Varriors v Birmingham Brewers clash, although it was a very
satisfactory 13-1 win by all accounts. Other ©Senior Division
results for last weekend saw Bury Saints beat Waltham Forest

- Angels 18-7 {(game one?, and 10-6 (game iwo). The double header

betwesn Cambridge Knights and Essex Eagles was called off by the
weather, and has been awarded as one 9-0 forfeit win each. The
Enfield Spartans and Croydon Blue Jays double header was also
called off for weather, but the league has yet to reach a verdict
on how the games should be awarded.
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London ¥arriors
Bury Saints
Enfield Spartans
Essex Bagles
Birmingham Brevwers
Cambridge Knights
Croydeon Blue Jays
Waltham Fst Apgels

NATIONAL LEAGUE TODAY
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14,176 11%

Essex Bagles @ Bury Saints (DH)

‘Birmingham Brewers @-Cambridge Knights
.Waltham Forest Angels @ Croydon Blue Jays

Enfield Spartans @ London Varriors

Enfield Spartans @ Birmingham Brewers

NATIONAL LEAGUE NEXT WEEK

London Warriors ¢ Bury Saints (OH)

Croydon Blue Jays @ Essex Eagles
Cambridge Knights @ Valtham Forest Angels

28/8/93

5/0/93

Look out for the new lssue of Anglo American Sports, scon to
decorate the shelves of  the main branches of WH Smith. In it, we ‘
hope, is a half page advert, advertising the FLB grand finals at
RAF Feltwell. You might recognise the style of Linedrive / graphics ,
man Rex Phillips, who put the ad together, and to whom I extend my

thanks.
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